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WASTE REDUCTION 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [1.02 pm]: I would like to 
take this opportunity to advise the house of some of the work being done by the McGowan government and the 
Western Australian community on reducing waste and improving recycling, following National Recycling Week 
last week. 

Across the state we are seeing a groundswell of community support to win the war on waste. The McGowan 
government is working hard to partner with local governments, the community and industry so that together we 
can harness and develop this enthusiasm and change our ways to do better on waste. In September, I launched 
Own Your Impact, a campaign that encourages people to review and change their behaviours when it comes to 
waste. The Own Your Impact website builds on the enthusiasm of the WA community to minimise waste by 
providing practical tips and information on how to achieve this. In addition to Own Your Impact, other key 
initiatives being delivered at a state government level include the introduction of the ban on lightweight plastic 
bags earlier this year and the upcoming container deposit scheme. The government is now looking at further action 
to reduce the use of other single-use plastics in Western Australia. For example, last week the Premier issued an 
instruction to all government agencies to stop buying single-use plastic items, including plastic cups, straws, plates 
and cutlery, as soon as possible. This will reduce the government’s environmental footprint, and ensure that 
government agencies are leading by example. Last week, I announced with the Minister for Transport that the state 
government’s Roads to Reuse program will be piloted on a stretch of the Kwinana Freeway next year. The 
WA Waste Authority will work with the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation and Main Roads 
Western Australia to use around 25 000 tonnes of recycled construction and demolition product. This 
demonstration project is the beginning of a significant new practice for government. 

In Western Australia we set out our mission and objectives for waste management in a waste strategy, which is 
currently under review. I look forward to releasing the finalised waste strategy later this year. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to mention all the fantastic people and organisations who showed great 
leadership in waste management over 2018 and who were acknowledged at the Infinity Awards held last Thursday 
night. There was a record-breaking number of nominations for this year’s awards from organisations and 
individuals waging WA’s war against waste. I am continually inspired by all the great waste reduction stories, 
projects and the way the entrants motivated others to own their impact. I congratulate all the winners at this year’s 
Infinity Award. I table a list of the awards, the winners and the entrants who were highly commended. 

[See paper 2209.] 
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